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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BAMAKO 0794 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, ML, KN 

SUB J : NORTH KOREAN VICE-PREMIER VISITS MALI 

1 . CHONG CHUN-KI, NORTH KOREAN VICE-PREMIER FOR TERRITORIAL 
ADMINISTRATION, AND THREE OTHER NORTH KOREAN OFFICIALS BEGAN 
ONE- WEEK VISIT TO MALI JANUARY 27. VICE-PREMIER WAS GREETED 

AT AIRPORT BY LOW-LEVEL MALIAN DELEGATION. VISIT RECEIVED 
MINIMAL PRESS COVERAGE. MR. CHONG ONLY TOLD PRESS 
IN ARRIVAL STATEMENT THAT PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT WAS TO 
STRENGTHEN COOPERATION BETWEEN KOREA AND MALI. 

2. ALTHOUGH LITTLE IS KNOWN ABOUT NATURE OF VICE-PREMIER'S 
DISCUSSIONS WITH MALIAN OFFICIALS, EMBASSY HAS LEARNED FROM 
FRENCH SOURCES THAT MALIANS ASKED NORTH KOREANS FOR 5,000 
TONS OF RICE. THE VICE-PREMIER INSTEAD OFFERED 30 TRACTORS 

TO AID THE "FOOD RELIEF EFFORT." WE ARE NOT AWARE THAT THE 
OFFER WAS ACCEPTED. 

BYRNE 
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